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1.  As a Pampered Son 
 

Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of 

Canaan. These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being 

seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He 

was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. 

And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father.  Now 

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he 

was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many 

colors.  But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more 

than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 

peacefully to him.                                           Genesis 37:1-4 (ESV) 
 

 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near 

Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers 

pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 

And he said to him, “Here I am.”              Genesis 37:12-13 (ESV) 
 

 

 

2.  As Personal Property 
 

Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and 

lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 

shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt … Meanwhile the 

Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of 

Pharaoh, the captain of the guard.           Genesis 37:28; 36 (ESV) 
 

 

Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an 

officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had 

bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there.  

The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and 

he was in the house of his Egyptian master.  His master saw that 

the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to 

succeed in his hands.  So Joseph found favor in his sight and 

attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him 

in charge of all that he had.  From the time that he made him 

overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the 

Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the blessing of the Lord was on 

all that he had, in house and field.  So he left all that he had in 

Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern about 

anything but the food he at                           Genesis 39:1-6a (ESV) 
 

3.  As an Innocent Prisoner  
 

As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, 

“This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 

And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, the 

place where the king's prisoners were confined, and he was there 

in prison.               Genesis 39:19-20 (ESV) 
 

 

But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and 

gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the 

keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who 

were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who 

did it. The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that 

was in Joseph's charge, because the Lord was with him. And 

whatever he did, the Lord made it succeed.         

                                                                    Genesis 39:21-23 (ESV) 
 

 

And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer and the baker of 

the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—each his own 

dream, and each dream with its own interpretation. When Joseph 

came to them in the morning, he saw that they were troubled.  So 

he asked Pharaoh's officers who were with him in custody in his 

master's house, “Why are your faces downcast today?”                                    

                                                                        Genesis 40:5-7 (ESV) 
 

4.  As the Prime Minister 
 

And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in 

whom is the Spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since 

God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise 

as you are.  You shall be over my house, and all my people shall 

order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will 

I be greater than you.”  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have 

set you over all the land of Egypt.”  Then Pharaoh took his signet 

ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, and clothed him in 

garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck.  And he 

made him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before 

him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt. 

Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without 

your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of 

Egypt.”                                                       Genesis 41:38-44 (ESV) 
 

 

… I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  

                                                                  Philippians 4:11b (ESV) 

 


