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If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 

only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 

prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 

faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give 

all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have 

not love, I gain nothing…And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these is love.      1 Corinthians 13:1-3, 13 (NIV) 
 

 

Today’s Good Root – Everything I do, I do because I love. 
 

 

 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of 

Moses?” Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’                                                            Matthew 22:36-39 (NLT) 
 

So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 

have loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for one another  

will prove to the world that you are my disciples.   John 13:34-35 (NLT) 
 

 

WHAT DOES “BEING MOTIVATED BY LOVE” LOOK 

LIKE? 
 

1.  Love looks like - how Jesus loves us.   
 

This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved 

you.                            John 15:12 (NLT) 
 

 

Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your 

roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.  And may you 

have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 

how long, how high, and how deep his love is.  May you experience the 

love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 

made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from 

God.                                                                   Ephesians 3:17-19 (NLT)   
 

2.  Love - puts the other person’s well being ahead of mine. 
 

Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from 

his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender 

and compassionate?  Then make me truly happy by agreeing 

wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working 

together with one mind and purpose. Don’t be selfish; don’t try to 

impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 

Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in  

others, too.                                                           Philippians 2:1-4 (NLT)   
 

 

 

 

3.  Love – loves when I don’t really want to. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.            

    John 3:16 (NIV) 
 

 

Do to others as you would like them to do to you. If you love only those 

who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even sinners love those 

who love them!...Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them 

without expecting to be repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be 

very great, and you will truly be acting as children of the Most High, for 

he is kind to those who are unthankful and wicked.                     

Luke 6:31-32, 35 (NLT)   
 

 

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from 

God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone 

who does not love does not know God, for God is love.                    

1 John 4:7-8 (NLT) 
 

 

But I am like an olive tree, thriving in the house of God. I will always 

trust in God’s unfailing love.             Psalm 52:8 (NLT) 

 


