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This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.  

         Joshua 1:9 (NLT) 
 

Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 

must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow 

me.                 Luke 9:23 (NLT) 
 

All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end 

will be saved.         Matthew 10:22 (NIV) 

 

But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—whom 

you have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention 

to you, Your Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship 

the gold statue you have set up.” …So Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is 

it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my 

gods or to worship the gold statue I have set up? I will give you one more 

chance to bow down and worship the statue I have made when you hear 

the sound of the musical instruments. But if you refuse, you will be 

thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be 

able to rescue you from my power?” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 

you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is 

able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty.  But 

even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we 

will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” 

Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

that his face became distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace 

be heated seven times hotter than usual…Then Nebuchadnezzar said, 

“Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent his 

angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s 

command and were willing to die rather than serve or worship any god 

except their own God. Therefore, I make this decree: If any people, 

whatever their race or nation or language, speak a word against the God 

of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, 

and their houses will be turned into heaps of rubble. There is no other 

god who can rescue like this!” Then the king promoted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego to even higher positions in the province of 

Babylon.                                                        Daniel 3:12-19;28-30 (NLT) 

 

 

What does Courage in the Face of Adversity Look 

Like? 
 

1. The Courage to “Stand” 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full 

armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's 

schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put 

on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.           

Ephesians 6:10-13 (NIV) 
 

 

Stand Against  
 

Stand Firm  
 

Stand For  
 

Stand Fearlessly  

 

2. The Courage to “Not”  
Not - Give in  
 

Not - Give up 
 

Not - Give over  

 

3. The Courage to “Go” 
Go - Out of  
 

Go – Into  
 

Go - For it!  
 

 

And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great 

boldness in preaching your word. Stretch out your hand with healing 

power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of 

your holy servant Jesus.” After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of 

God with boldness.  All the believers were united in heart and mind…  

    Acts 4:29-32a (NLT)   


