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John 11:1-45 – Story of Lazarus 
 
 

1.  What is unexpected to us, was God’s expected all 
along. 
 

So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear 
friend is very sick.”                                                                  John 11:3 (NLT)   
 

Jesus said, “Let’s go back to Judea…Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.”  The disciples said, “Lord, if 
he is sleeping, he will soon get better!” They thought Jesus meant 
Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died. So he 
told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.”                       John 11:11-14 (NLT) 
 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.  
                                                                                         Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)   
 
 

2.  When God seems silent, it is a set up for something  
      better. 
 

So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where 
he was for the next two days.                                          John 11:5-6 (NLT)   
 
 

    Behind the Door of Delay is a Door of New Opportunity! 
 
 
 

3.  Our lack of Vision often limits our expectations of 
what God wants to do. 
 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask.”                                                       John 11:21-22 (NLT) 
 

But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept 
Lazarus from dying?”                                                          John 11:37 (NLT)   
 
 

Are my expectations to Survive, or to Thrive? 
 
 
 
 

4.  Everything God does leads us to Jesus. 
 

But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end 
in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God 
will receive glory from this.”                                                John 11:4 (NLT)   
 
 

God wants to use your situation to 
Speak to and Lead people to Jesus! 

 
 
 

Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus when they 
saw this happen.                                                                   John 11:45 (NLT)   
 

 
 

Expecting great things from God prepares us for the 
unexpected greater things God has prepared for us. 

 


